
BISLD Gujarat has found a very suitable solution for the

rural poor which can address the present issues posed by

COVID 19 pandemic.

In August 2019, 19 employees from  Mahindra Finance

spent four days in the tribal villages of Dang district as a

part of their CSR training program to strengthen their

capability and come up with need based CSR projects for

improvement of local community. 

One of such CSR project was about providing alternate

livelihood option for farmers to boost their Income.

In November 2019, BISLD Gujarat along with Mahindra

Finance decided to address the issues of food insecurity,

poverty, malnutrition, pollution caused by agri-waste and

lack of local employment and entrepreneurial

opportunities through the promotion of Mushroom

Cultivation.

The Mushroom cultivation has been a boon to the tribal rural women as it is able to
address many agri-management challenges faced by COVID-19 like mobility of labour,
social distancing, work from home, etc. Thus, it is helping women at this critical
juncture with many benefits like nutritional food in their own backyard, daily income, 

High-quality protein -

about 19% to 35% & with

all essential amino

acids.

Have a production cycle

of 6-12 weeks and are

not dependent on the

climatic conditions.

The lockdown situation

has acted in the favour

of participants as most

of their produce is sold

locally within the village.

 

BENEFITS OF

MUSHROOM

CULTIVATION

MUSHROOM CULTIVATION
Nutritious source of food and a reliable source of income.

C O V I D - 1 9  R E S P O N S E :  D A N G S ,  G U J A R A T

with support from

 work from home , and a local sustainable livelihood and
entrepreneurial opportunity.



The activity of mushroom cultivation has made particularly important

contribution to the livelihoods of the disabled, of women and the landless poor

who, with appropriate training and access to inputs, have been able increase

their independence and self-esteem through income generation specially in the

present scenario of the COVID. Mushrooms provide income or food for

households. It utilizes bio-degradable waste such as wheat/paddy straws. Land

being scarce in the division, mushroom production offers a viable option for those

with small plots of land and also the landless.

From January 2020, BISLD Gujarat

started working with 115 tribal women

from 22 SHG

groups previously promoted by BISLD

(DHRUVA) from five tribal villages of Dang

district. Additionally, 102 women from

20 SHG groups were later on added

through convergence from Agriculture

Technology Management Agency (ATMA),

Gujarat in the same villages. All these

women were either landless or small and

marginal farmers.

The average production rate of Oyster

Mushroom per participant from the 15

cylinders in their own backyard/home is

coming in the range of 65-75 kg per cycle.

The mushroom is harvested over a period of

4-6 weeks and the participants are selling the

produce in the local market as well as to

urban areas for around Rs. 150-200 per Kg.

The earning per production cycle is coming

in the range of around Rs. 10000-15000 for
the participants.

A solution for  Livelihood & Food security

Success so far...
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